Jackson School District

Social Studies

COURSE PROFICIENCIES

United States History II
Grade 11
Description of Course Content:
United States History II is a one semester course required for all eleventh graders, as well as graduation. This course will study the American experience from the start of America becoming a world power to the Modern World. This course will investigate the development of the social, political, and economic institutions of our history at the national, state, and local levels.
Description of Expected Learning:
By the end of the course students will:

1. Analyze the emergence of the United States as a world power against a background of challenges in public policy as well as conflicting visions manifest in political, economic, social, and foreign policy issues.
2. Analyze the participation of the United States in the Great War and its ramification on American domestic issues (cultural change), as well as foreign policies.
3. Analyze and demonstrate understanding of the Great Depression and the New Deal: and demonstrate how they permanently altered the relationship between the citizens and government of the United States.

4. Develop and demonstrate understanding of the involvement of the United States in World War II and the initial phase of the Cold War.
5. Engage in debate on the role of the United States in the world during the initial era of the Cold War.

6. Engage in then study of economic transformations continuing at home: and deep social and cultural changes that emerged from the Second World War and Post War period in the United States.

7. Engage in the analysis of the profound social, political, and economic changes during the 1960’s.

8. Engage to understand and demonstrate their knowledge of the emergent themes of global interdependence, domestic instability, and the continuation of the Cold War during the 1970’s and 1980’s.

9. Engage in the issues surrounding the end of the Cold War and the continuing domestic focus on social, political, and economical development: as well as increasing impact of globalization in the 1990’s.
10. Analyze and demonstrate understanding that the history of the U.S. is rooted in the pursuit of civil rights and the application of those civil rights through a system of organized government.

11. Demonstrate understanding of the domestic and foreign policies of the U.S. immediately following WWII and how it relates to current domestic and foreign policies.

12. Integrate and evaluate reading and writing skills of specific textual evidence to support the analysis of primary and secondary sources as well as master the use of varied media and technology. 
Evaluative Means to Determine Mastery:
· Student learner journals

· Portfolio/ notebook
· Projects/ group activities

· Class Participation/ observation
· Chapter and Unit Tests

· Class Quizzes

· Textbook and class assigned activities

· Homework assignments

· Research for written and oral presentations

· Utilization of computer labs and outside resources

* Students enrolled in the Honors level will be required to successfully complete an 8-10 page written research paper for honors credit in this course. This exposition leads to 

abstract levels of study and thought that go beyond the requirements of U.S. History II A.

In the course of independent research, students will refine their reading and writing skills as well as master the use of varied media and technology. Proficiency in reading and writing will be stressed. There will be required readings of both primary and secondary sources.

